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The Chairmanôs Column 

H i everybody.  Well time passes as 

ever.  Summer has come, or did it, 

and gone.  Hopefully the autumn and 

winter will be a little kinder to us.   

 In September your committee sent 

representatives to the Annual Narpo 

Conference in Scarborough.  Once 

again the theme of the Conference was 

based around welfare.  It is obvious that 

around the country many branches do 

not provide any welfare cover, and 

others are fortunate still to have a force 

provision.  Many branches are just too 

small and resources in the way of 

finance and people are very limited.  

You will remember that we were 

successful two years ago with our 

motion to have Narpo nationally to look 

at welfare and work towards all 

members, whatever branch they belong 

too, having access to good welfare 

provision.  Our motion ultimately led to 

the introduction of the Care First 24/7 

welfare provision.  The North West 

Area, and the Merseyside Branch, in 

particular had the highest number of 

contacts.   It had been agreed that the 

provision would be reviewed at this 

Septemberôs Conference and the first 

motion dealt specifically with this issue. 

 Nationally Narpo were willing to 

fund for another year and were seeking 

a mandate whether to continue or end 

the contract.  I spoke on behalf of the 

Branch in favour of its retention so that 

a proper analysis could take place.   

Sadly, I was a minority speaker and the 

motion to end the contract succeeded.   

We were disappointed that the decision 

was made purely on a show of hands 

and not on a count.   Our scrutineer felt 

it was close enough to have warranted a 

count. What does the outcome mean?   

Simply the contract will cease at the 

end of October this year and welfare 

will once again fall totally on local 

branches.  Sorry I, we, tried but failed.   

I did get an assurance that all members 

would be informed of the decision and 

what it meant to those who may still 

have live issues with Care First.   

 Your branch will now look at what 

other options may be open to us.  If you 

have ideas please let us know.   

Pension Pay Dates - 2009/2010 
Friday 30 October  

Tuesday 1 December 

Thursday 31 December 

Monday 1 February 

Monday 1 March 

Thursday 1 April 

Moving House?  

U p-to -date records are essential so that you can have your NARPO 

News and Branch Bulletin posted to you at home. If youõre moving 

house, just fill in the form below, cut it out and post it to:  

David Anderton, 15 Childwall Park Avenue, Liverpool, L16 0JE.  

 

Full Name  ...............................................  Pension No.  .....................................   

 

New Address  ......................................................................................................  

  

 ................................................................................................................................  

 

 ...................................................................  Post Code  ..............................   

 

Telephone  ..........................................................  

 

e-mail  .................................................................................................................... 

George Craig  

Bowling Trophy 

T he George Craig Bowling 

Competition, organized by George 

Lawson, was held on Sunday 13 

September 2009 at the Riversdale 

Police Club.  The winner of the Trophy 

was Ray Keeling and the runner-up was 

Charlie Baker.  There was a good turn 

out and the buffet supplied by the 

Riversdale Police Club was first class.   

Malcolm Parry 
Chairman 

Ray Keeling being presented with the Trophy by 
Joan Anderton 

 A total of 13 motions were on the 

agenda and they related to funds, 

injury pensions, change of rules, 

associate membership and dental 

charges.   The next edition of the 

Narpo News will probably contain a 

full summary of Conference and the 

motions. 

 Personally I believe much of the 

debate at Conference reflects the 

parochial nature of the organisation 

and a failure to recognise the need to 

get into the 21st century.  As a Branch 

we try hard to secure the best for you 

but we do need more representation 

from the newer retired members to 

ensure continuity for the future. We 

still have some vacancies on our 

committee so if you fall in that 

category why not have a think about 

putting yourself forward.  Hopefully 

Narpo nationally is recognising the 

need for change and we may see some 

thought for rationalisation of the 

branches.  It will be difficult to 

achieve but is essential if we are to 

meet the needs of our members now 

and in the future. 

 Have a wonderful Christmas and 

may the New Year bring all that you 

would wish. 
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Friendship Matters 

I  am emailing you regarding the 

voluntary positions we have 

available within our new befriending 

service, Friendship Matters, as it may 

be something that your members would 

be interested in. 

 Friendship Matters is a new bespoke 

befriending service aimed at people 50+ 

who live on the Wirral and are lonely or 

isolated or have recently had a 

bereavement. The aim of the project is 

to provide them with a personal 

volunteer who has something in 

common with them and can help them 

to improve their social contact by 

getting out and meeting new people, 

accessing new activities or maybe just 

having a cup of tea and a chat. 

Volunteers can chose to do a once a 

week visit or biweekly and can specify 

what types of activities they would 

ideally like to do. 

 The service began at the beginning 

of June so is still fairly new, but already 

we have over 40 clients waiting for a 

volunteer befriender. 

 Some of the volunteers we already 

have on the scheme are retired police 

officers and their experience and 

personality have been useful tools in 

helping them to react and respond to the 

needs of the clients they are linked 

with, which is why we are keen to make 

links with Merseyside Narpo. 

 If any of your members would be 

interested in becoming a volunteer 

please pass on my contact details. Also, 

if you would like to find out more about 

this service, please do not hesitate to 

contact me on the details given below.  

Jenny Boden, Age Concern Wirral 

Tel No: 0151 650 6890 

Mobile: 07725 006 608 

Letters to the Editor 

Motor Insurance Problem 

O n Sunday 5 July 2009 I suffered a terrible experience.  I was in the process of 

buying another vehicle and was trading my car in part exchange.  I got the 

insurance policy for the new vehicle and a member of staff informed me that the 

vehicle I was trading in would be put on a temporary policy until Monday 6 July.   

 At 11.35 p.m. on Sunday 5 July 2009 whilst driving north on the M6, prior to 

the Charnock Richard Services, I was stopped by the Traffic Police who informed 

me that there was no insurance for the vehicle I was driving.  I explained the 

situation to them about the temporary cover but it was like talking to the wall.  

They seized my car and it was taken to a garage in Leyland.  The tow truck 

dropped me off at the Services and my wife had to come and collect me.   

 First thing on Monday morning I rang Roland Smith Insurance and they verified 

that when I was stopped my car was insured. I then had to take a full day off work 

to go and reclaim my car which I considered to be stolen from me by the police.  I 

had to pay £170 to get it back.  I have been in touch with the Merseyside Police 

Professional Standards Department. Roland Smith Insurance has stated that they 

will refund me the £170.  I cannot understand how the traffic car was on the M6 as 

both officers were from Maghull Traffic Unit. 

Myrddin Jones-Parry 

Billinge, Wigan 

Response from Roland Smith Ltd. 

T his is a case that we were aware of and that has caused us great concern here in 

the office for all of our clients who have temporary cover, or indeed those who 

change their vehicles but the information is not fed into MID (Motor Insurer 

Database) until a couple of days later. 

 RSA (Royal Sun Alliance) are going to refund the client his £170, but I am not 

sure that they will be agreeable to any other costs because they havenôt done 

anything wrong.  We supply details to MID twice weekly, we have previously not 

informed them of temporary additional vehicles simply because the rules state that 

you have 7 days to notify MID of any changes and most people only want cover for 

a few days, but in view of what has happened to Mr Jones-Parry we are having a 

programme written that will allow temporary vehicles to be notified to MID in the 

future.  Unfortunately though there will always be a delay in the details hitting MID 

whether the vehicle be temporary or permanent and there is nothing we can do 

about this.  We are not alone in our arrangements and providing the customer has 

his certificate or cover note with him and show that to the Police that should be 

enough for them not to seize the vehicle. 

 It was unfortunate that Mr Jones-Parry did not have proof of insurance with 

him, we had issued a cover note, but it was not in the car.  We are now telling all 

our clients who ask for temporary cover to keep the document about their person or 

in the car just in case they are stopped.   

Pam McGaffney 

Schemes Director 

Roland Smith 

Laurence Francis McDermott, deceased  

I  write to thank you for all your kind assistance following the death of my father, Larry McDermott.  My brothers and I have 

greatly appreciated your help in sorting out motherôs pension and the prompt payment of the funds towards the funeral 

expenses.  I would like to pass on our thanks to everyone concerned for their messages of sympathy and kind donations.  I 

received a letter from the funeral directors informing me that Ã636 had been received from St. Johnôs Church by way of 

donations.   

 People have been so generous and their warm comments about dad have been a great comfort.  

The services at St. Johnôs Church and Springwood Crematorium were both extremely moving and the memory will stay with me 

forever.  I believe that dad would have been very happy with the way things turned out on the day of his funeral.  Even the 

weather behaved itself in spite of the gloomy forecast given out the night before on television.  It was wonderful to see the sun 

shining brightly and the Union flag and Police drape looked splendid on the coffin.   

 My mother has recently moved into a nursing home due to her suffering a stroke on 1 May this year and so I thank you and 

your colleagues on her behalf for everything you have done to help her.  With kindest regards.  

Jean Kelsall 

Bickerton, near Malpas 
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R E U N I O N S  

T he Liverpool City Police Cadets were the first full time and residential Cadet 

Force in this country.  It  was introduced in 1949 by Sir Charles Carnegie 

Martin who was Chief Constable at the time. 

 There were over 200 applications from boys aged between 15 and 17 years and 

the first 20 were selected and reported for training at the Police College, Mather 

Avenue, Liverpool on 2 May 1949.  By the end of the year this number had risen to 

60.  On reaching the age of 18 years, and following National Service, 85% of the 

cadets returned to join the Liverpool City Police or other forces. 

 The ó83 Clubô was formed from the original first 60 cadets and Training School 

staff at the time and a reunion has been held every year.  The 60th year reunion, for 

this unique group of people, was held in May at the Burnside Hotel, Bowness, 

Cumbria and was attended by cadets from as far afield as Australia, Canada and 

Spain. 

Peter Roughley 

Back Row  
Peter Connell, Ron Wilson, Ted Griffith, Dale Marland, George Wareing, Don Ross, Alan Plant, Norman 

Morrissey, Duncan Bracewell, Phil Hargreaves, Cliff Halsall, Sandy Cameon and Ken Anderson 
Middle Row  

Martin Jones, Larry Scullin, Trefor Evans, John Lewis, Tom McGowan and Bill Prosser 
Front Row  

Arthur Jones, Bryan Dorricott and Peter Roughley 
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Liverpool City Police Cadets Reunion Retired Police Officers  

and Staff Event 

T he Chief Constableôs event for 

retired police officers and staff was 

held at Aintree Racecourse on the 1st 

July,  The occasion was well attended, 

with over 500 retired officers, staff and 

their guests enjoying the afternoonôs 

events despite the very hot and humid 

weather. 

 The Deputy Chief Constable gave a 

brief speech and then presented two of 

the guests with a commemorative gift to 

mark the occasion. Beryl Butler joined 

as a clerical officer in 1944 and 

dedicated a phenomenal 48 years of 

service to the force. Ronald Rae joined 

in 1941 at the age of 19 and after three 

weeks training was posted to Essex 

Street station. He left the force during 

the Second World War and served as an 

ñair bomberò before rejoining in 1945 

and ended his thirty-year service as a 

Superintendent. 

 Following refreshments, guests were 

entertained by the police band and 

displays by the mounted and dog 

sections. Guests were also able to visit 

information stands for NARPO and 

Roland Smith Insurers, as well as being 

able to view a number of artefacts 

spanning the history of the force at the 

Force Memorabilia stand.  

Sarah Farrell 

Citizen Focus Department 

Former Superintendent Ronald Rae receiving his 
commemorative gift from the  

Deputy Chief Constable 

Beryl Butler receiving her commemorative gift from 
the Deputy Chief Constable 


